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Abstract

The study was conducted at Pudukottai District of Tamil Nadu. Three blocks were
selected purposively and a sample of 100 certified organic farmers were selected from each of
the blocks through purposive sampling. A total of 300 certified organic farmers were surveyed
for the study. From the study area half (40.45 %) of the certified organic farmers had high level
of perception on environmental friendly preservation practices followed by low (30.11 %) and
medium (25.34 %). More than half (50.33%) of the certified organic farmers had medium level
of perception on use of organic manures followed by high (41.67 %) and low (20.00 %) levels of
perception on use of organic manures. Majority (70.44 %) of the certified organic farmers had
medium level of perception on productivity of organic farming, followed by high (27.89 %) and
low (20.67 %) level of perception on profitability of organic farming. Majority of the certified
organic farmers had medium level of perception on ecologically deprivation followed by high
(32.45 %) and only 20.00 per cent of the certified organic farmers fell under low level category.
Hence, the extension system needs to be strengthening to provide information on implication of

organic farming.
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Introduction:

Organic farming is getting more popularity in all over the world, as it can spread
agricultural manufacture systems towards attaining to improve the productivity, farm income and
food, as well as eco friendly and environmental sustainability. All the certified organic farmers
should have gained the basic perceptive about the environmental friendly protection of organic
farming practices. This due to better yield strength, particularly reduced cost on pest and disease

control measures, more yield cultivations and income in organic farming systems. In



accumulation to that organic products prefer best price in high end marketing channels that are
evidenced by the organic farmers over the period of time. Organic farming has been widely
standard alternative farming system to non organic agriculture evolve during 1940’s largely in
response to the publication of J.I Rodale in the U.S. Lay Eve Bayour in England and Sir
Albert Howard in India. In 1980, USDA released a landmark report on organic farming. Which
revealed that the “Organic farming is a production system, which avoids or largely excludes the
use of synthetical compounded fertilizers, pesticides, growth regulators and livestock feed
additives to the maximum extent feasible, organic farming systems rely upon crop rotations, crop
residues, animal manures, legumes, green manures, off-farm organic wastes, mechanical
cultivation, mineral bearing rocks and aspects of biological pest control to maintain soil

productivity and tilth to supply plant nutrients and to control insects, weeds and other pests”.

Organic farming can be seen as an approach to organic farming aims to create
incorporated, sustainable agricultural fabrication systems. Conventional farming is based on the
use of high cropping varieties of seeds, non organic fertilizer, irrigation water, pesticides etc.
Promoting organic farming practice among the farming community in a large scale will be a
promising strategy to face these challenges (Elavarasi and Ponnusamy, 2015). Organic farming
to develop the soil’s biological properties such as supply and retention of soil nutrients and
promotes favorable non organic reaction, production of clean foods, develop the soil physical
properties such as granulation and good tilth, good drying and easy root dissemination, improves
water holding capacity in sustaining production system which is largely dependent on on-farm
resources (Thiripurasundari et al., 2015).

Sustainability in agriculture production system and ecological stability are the important
issues, which renewed the interests of farmers and researchers to opt for organic sources of plant
nutrients like panchakavya, jeevamirtha, amudhakaraisal, fish amino acid, biofertilizers and
organic manures viz., farmyard manure, vermicompost, poultry manure and green manure.
Awareness of soil health and crop quality has led to an interest towards ecofriendly farming
practices safety environment system such as organic farming (Sharma et al., 2008). Increased
awareness of health and environmental issues associated with the intensive use of chemical
inputs has led to the interest of alternate agriculture. Organic farming is one such methods which

boosters environmental sustainability (Ramesh et al., 2005).



Organic farming was practiced in India from time immemorial. The great Indian
civilization thrived on organic farming. In traditional India, the entire agriculture was practiced
using organic techniques, where the fertilizers, pesticides, etc., were derived from plant and
animal products. The traditional farming system was attributed only with the effect of small and
marginal farmers, who produce food and basic animal products to make out a living and for the
livelihood of locals. Organic farming is the best option to attain sustainability in crop production.
Based on this background the study was conducted among 300 certified organic farmers in
Pudhukottai districts of Tamil Nadu to find out their marketing behavior in selected dimensions

Materials and Methods
Study Area

The south zone of Tamil Nadu viz. Pudhukottai districts were selected purposively, as
maximum numbers of organic farmers have registered under the category of group certified
organic farmers. Practicing organic farming in different crops like gova, rice, sugarcane and
wheat from the study area.

Research Design

A total sample size of 300 certified organic farmers are selected for the study. A sample
size of organic farmers was considered for the study in each of the blocks such as Pudhukottai
district respectively. In each three blocks were selected and in each block 100 certified organic
farmers were selected through Purposive random sampling method.

Data collection tools

A well-structured and pre-tested interview schedule was used for data collection. Keeping
in view, the objectives and the variables under study, a comprehensive semi structured interview
schedule covering all aspects of organic farming practices was prepared. The items included in
the interview schedule were structured questions and objective type questions which were
suitable to all categories of organic farmers. The most relevant, unmistakable and practical
questions were included in the schedule duly avoiding unrelated items. Each of the selected

certified organic farmers was contact personally and interviewed.



Statistical analysis

The data collected were subjected to statistical analysis to get inferences. Percentage
analysis was used in descriptive analysis for making simple comparisons. For calculating
percentage, the frequency of the particular cell was multiplied by 100 and divided by the total
number of respondents pertaining to particular cell.

Results and Discussion
Perception on eco friendly conservation practices

Perception is an act or power of perceiving or apprehending or combining the sensations
into recognition of an object or stimulus. The perception of eco-friendly conservation practices
supports to save the environment in relation to eco-consequence by the farmers. The distribution
of the farmers according to their level of eco-friendly conservation practices is presented in
Table 1.

Table 1, shows that half (50.55 %) of the certified organic farmers had high level of
perception on eco-friendly conservation practices followed by low (26.11 %) and medium (23.34
%). The reason might be due to the fact that majority of them had high level educational status
with medium level of scientific orientation, mass media exposure and extension agency contact.

Eco friendly conservation practices and organic farming came under the production
management system which ensures the agro ecosystem health, including biodiversity, biological
cycles and soil biological activity. It helps to control pests, use of pest resistant varieties,
preservation and conservation of household waste, increased use of biofertilizer, farm yard
manure and compost as the best soil microbial activity without affecting the environment health.

The above facts were clearly understood by the certified organic farmers and acted
accordingly. Eco-friendly plant protection were measures effectively practiced in the study area,
by practicing chemical free inputs, manures, planning trap crops like neem, pungam, papaya,
castor etc.

Table.1 Distribution of respondents according to their perception on eco friendly
conservation practices (n=300)

S.No Category Number Percent
1 Low 73 26.11
2 Medium 70 23.34
3 High 157 50.55
Totall 300 100




Table.2 Distribution of respondents according to their perception on use of organic

manures (n=300)

S.No Category Number Percent
1 Low 70 12.00
2 Medium 73 41.67
3 High 157 46.99

Total 300 100

Table.3 Distribution of respondents according to their perception on profitability of organic

farming (n=300)

S.No Category Number Percent
1 |Low 70 16.69
2 Medium 157 59.44
3 High 73 23.89
Total 300 100

Table.4 Distribution of respondents according to their perception on the environmental
degradation (n=300)

S.No Category Number Percent
1 |Low 70 100
2 Medium 157 59.44
3 High 73 29.45
Total 300 100

Perception on Use of Organic Manures

The distribution of respondents according to their perception on use of organic manures
is furnished .The result depicted that more than half (46.99%) of the certified organic farmers
had medium level of perception on use of organic manures followed by high (41.67 %) and low

(12.00 %) levels of perception on use of organic manures.

The application of organic manure in farm not only helps to grow good quality produce,
but also for the safe agro ecosystem with earthworms and other beneficial insects. Organic
manures helps to create safe haven for people, animals and living things. This may be probable
reason for majority of the organic farmers with medium to high level category on the perception
on use of organic manures. A majority of the farmers perceived the importance of animal
manure, crop residue and in situ incorporation of green manures in the soil and by the use of
other composts for better organic farming hence, majority of them had good perception on the

importance of organic manures.



Perception on profitability of organic farming

The distribution of the respondents according to their perception on profitability of
organic farming .A glance at the Table 3 revealed that majority (59.44 %) of the certified organic
farmers had medium level of perception on profitability of organic farming, followed by high

(23.89 %) and low (16.67 %) level of perception on profitability of organic farming.

This may be due to fact that certified organic farmers usually get higher prices than
conventional farm produce. The organic farmers have also realized the profitability due to selling
and certified organic produce in local and distance markets. Likewise, cost of cultivation was
also reduced due to the low external and low cost of inputs for organic farming. This may be the
reason for majority of them had medium to high level of perception on profitability of organic

farming.

Perception on environmental degradation

The perception on environmental degradation indicates the negative impact of
environmental degradation. The distribution of respondents according to their perception on

environmental degradation.

It is evident from the Table 4 that majority of the certified organic farmers had medium
level of perception on environmental degradation followed by high (29.45 %) and only 10.00 per
cent of the certified organic farmers fell under low level category.

The certified organic farmers convert their land into organic farming, experienced
problems in practicing inorganic farming. High dose of fertilizer, use of pesticides and
fungicides have contaminated the soil and agro ecosystems which evinced through soil test
analysis and pollution test level. Likewise, environmental degradation due to excessive use of
chemicals was also well explained during all the training programmes. Hence, majority of the
farmers had medium to high level of perception on environmental degradation.

Conclusion:

Farmers had high to medium level of perception towards organic farming practices in
study area. Hence, the extension system need to be strengthened so as to provide information on

significance of organic farming as well as organic cultivation practices, market information and



improve the knowledge of the farmers regarding ongoing organic farming related government

schemes. This is a great opportunity for rural unemployed youths to establish the organic input

preparation unit as an enterprise with support of government and NGOs, which will support the

livelihood security of youth and increases the organic input production. The environmental

importance of organic farming and its produces may be included to school children by

establishing organic nutrition garden in all residential and tribal school institutions. Policy

interventions should be made in order to establish organic based special economic zones.
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